
In memory of

Hans Porse (1942 - 2023)

On 14 July 2023, the global seaweed industry lost a unique capacity and pioneer of international 
format.

The following presentation constitutes the nomination which was instrumental in Hans Porse being 
named an honorary member of The International Seaweed Association in February 2023.



Hans Porse
Honorary member of ISA

• Hans Porse has a commercial education and 
background. He worked for many years with   
CP Kelco ApS (formerly Copenhagen Pectin A/S)

• Nearly 25 years were spent in the Asia-Pacific 
region besides assignments in Europe, Africa 
and the Americas.

• He has over the years been working in positions 
including regional & global director, president 
and chairman within areas like carrageenan 
seaweed sourcing and procurement, setting up 
carrageenan processing plants in the Philippines 
and carrageenan sales & marketing. 

2023



Hans Porse
Honorary member of ISA

• He pioneered introduction of seaweed farming 
in Indonesia back in the late 1970’s. 
• He has authored several papers about the 

seaweed industry. 

• Currently he resides in Denmark and is involved 
with strategic advisory and facilitating services 
to the hydrocolloids industry.



Hans Porse- brief

• Max Doty started in 1960’s

• 1970’s and 1980’s 
• First substantial commercial quantities farmed

• Introduced carrageenan seaweed cultivation 
to:
• Indonesia- Bali
• Phillipines
• Zanzibar

• Seedlings were sneaked on airplanes in 
socks 



Honorary expert

ISS 2013 Bali



Keynote in Mexico and Copenhagen

• Bixler and Porse in ISS 2010

• Porse  and Rudolph in ISS 2016



Commercial meets science



Lively presenter and reports in scientific journals



Historical write-op (short)

• 1975: First experimental/demonstration of a ‘Spinosum’ farming project 
established in Gilutongan Island, Cebu Province, Philippines by Hans Porse 
representing Copenhagen Pectin, Denmark (CP) and its local subsidiary 
Genu Philippines. 
• The project managed by Jose R. In 1977, the project moved to a more suitable 

location on Danajon Reef, Northern Bohol including construction of a seaweed 
farming demonstration platform ‘Genu Ocean Farming’

• 1975: Second experimental ‘Spinosum’ farming project using locally 
available seedlings was established in Pulau Samaringa off the east coast of 
Central Sulawesi, Indonesia by Hans Porse representing CP and under the 
auspices of the Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIPI) represented by Hasan 
Mubarak. 



Historical write-op (short)

• 1984: CP, to hasten introduction, decided to let 
Bambang Tjiptorahadi, assisted by Made Simbik, 
start up a combined ‘Spinosum’ and ‘Cottonii’ 
project on Nusa Lembongan Island, southeast of 
Bali. 

• ‘Cottonii’ farming was introduced for the first time 
in Indonesia, based on 6 kg of fresh seedlings 
brought in from Bohol, Philippines. 

• The project took off and became commercially 
viable, relatively quickly. This was made possible 
via family farms and operations soon spread to 
nearby Islands such as Nusa Penida, Nusa 
Ceningan, and beyond.



Historical write-op (short)

• 1987: CP and the Ministry for Research & Technology (BPPT) 
conducted a 1-week seaweed farm workshop in Bali. 
Participants were from the government, fishermen, and 
private companies (especially from Central and Eastern 
Indonesia); this event thereby further increased awareness 
and interest for venturing into seaweed farming

• 1989: Supplementing CP’s farming activities in the 
Philippines and Indonesia, a combined ‘Spinosum’ and 
‘Cottonii’ farming project was established on Zanzibar. Later, 
several people from CP’s staff in the Philippines joined the 
project.

• This project was initiated with 2 kg of fresh ‘Cottonii’ 
seedlings from Bohol, Philippines. This was later 
supplemented with fresh ‘Spinosum’ seedlings also 
originating from Bohol 1990s

…. shortened from Ref: The seaweed hydrocolloid industry: 2016 updates, requirements, and outlook. Porse and Rudolph 2016 

 



Historical write-op (short)

• 1990: On the second half of that year, the first commercial ‘Spinosum’ quantities were shipped from 
Zanzibar via family farms and the concept later spread to nearby Pemba Island and mainland Tanzania. 
‘Cottonii’ on the other hand was difficult to farm then and now.



Honorary member of ISA

• Hans Porse on stage at the banquet at the ISS 2016, Copenhagen Denmark



Hans Porses full write-op

• Porse and Rudolph 2016

• The seaweed hydrocolloid industry: 
2016 updates, requirements, and 
outlook. 

• https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10811-017-1144-0 

• DOI: 10.1007/s10811-017-1144-0

• The first article Bixler and Porse, 2011 can be found here:

• https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10811-010-9529-3 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10811-017-1144-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10811-010-9529-3
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